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L.—On an apparently new Species of Pigmy Parrot of the 
Genus Nasiterna. By H. B. Tristram, D.D., F.R.S. : 


I nave lately received through my friend Dr. P. H. Metcalfe, 
of Norfolk Island, a small collection of birds, made by 
Dr. Welchman in the little island of Bugotu, just south of 
Isabel, in the Solomon group. Among them is a Nasiterna, 
which Dr. Sharpe and Mr. Ogilvie Grant agree with me in 
considering to be undescribed. It is certainly the smallest 
of this diminutive genus which has yet been brought to our 
notice. I propose therefore to describe it as 


NASITERNA NANINA, Sp. NOV. 

ọ. Viridis, nuché pallidiore, subtus lætè viridi-flavescens ; 
fronte flavescente, genis et mento pallidé roseis ; remigi- 
bus nigris viridi-marginatis ; rectricibus mediis cierulcis, 
scapis nigris ; ceteris nigris, in pogonio interno macula 
apicali flava, in externo macula viridi ornatis. Long. 
tot. poll. 2°8, ale 1°9, caud. 0°7, tars. 0:2. 

Hab. Bugotu, Ins. Solomonis. 

Unfortunately the only specimen in the collection is a 
female. Its nearest ally appears to be N. finschi, Rams., 
from San Christoval, from which, however, it may be at once 
distinguished by its diminutive size. 


LI.—Descriptions of Five new Species of Birds discovered in 
Central America by W. B. Richardson. By O. Sarvin and 
F. D. Gopman. 


Tux following descriptions are taken from specimens col- 
lected for us by Mr. W. B. Richardson in the Mexican State 
of Chiapas, and thence southwards to Nicaragua. They 
form a portion of a large series of skins gathered at various 
places bordering the Pacific Ocean. Though novelties are 
comparatively few in these collections, the additions made 
by them to our knowledge of the distribution of the 
known forms are very considerable, and when fully worked 
out they will aid much in tracing the boundaries dividing 
bird-life in that portion of the globe. Mr. Richardson is 
still at work in Nicaragua, and has visited the eastern side 
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of the great lakes country, more rich and varied than that 
which lies between the lakes and the Pacific Ocean. 

Though partially investigated by Belt, and more recently 
by Mr. C. C. Nutting, our knowledge of the ornithology of 
Nicaragua is far from complete; indeed, with Honduras, it 
is perhaps the least-known area of any portion of Central 
America. 


+1. CAMPYLORHYNCHUS CHIAPENSIS, sp. N. 


. . e oa 
Supra castaneus, Capite summo et cervice postica cum stria 


postoculari nigris; alis nigricantibus, extrorsum castaneis, 
leviter nigro “fasciatis, superciliis elongatis et corpore 
subtus albis, hypochondriis, tibiis, et crisso dilute isabel- 
linis, subalaribus albis; cauda nigra, fascia subterminali 
alba ad medium decrescente ; rectricibus quatuor mediis 
extus castaneis, nigro ad basin transfasciatis: rostro 
nigro, mandibula infra pallida, pedibus plumbeis. Long. 
jes. tota7:7 poll. Angl., ale a 4, caudæ 3° 0, rostri a rictu bee 
tarsi 1°15. 2¢ 

Hab. Tonala, State of Chiapas, Mexico (W. B. poraa n 

Obs. C. griseo affinis, sed minor ; et dorso toto læte castanco, 
alis extus castaneis, et fascia caudæ subterminali alba angus- 
tiore diversus. 

Mr. Richardson has sent us a female of this species, which 
has no near allies in Central America, but resembles in many 
characters Campylorhynchus griseus of Northern Colombia 
and Venezuela, or the Guianan form identified by Dr. Sharpe 
with C. bicolor, Pelzeln. From these it differs in the bright 
colour of its chestnut back aud wings, this colour coming 
quite over the interscapulium up to the base of the neck. 
The transverse subterminal white band of the outer rectrices 
appears to be considerably narrower, but the feathers are not 
in good condition. 

From C. capistratus, a species found in the same district, 
the new bird is so different that comparison is unnecessary. 


+2. SALPINCTES GUTTATUS. 

S. obsoleto affinis, sed supra paulo saturatior, abdomine toto 
distincte guttato,et rostro longiore distinguendus. Long. 
tota 5'5, alee 2°7, caudæ 1:95, rostri a rictu 0°9, tarsi 0°85. 

' Hab. Volcan de San Miguel, Salvador (JV. B. Richardson). 
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Mr. Richardson has sent us two specimens (male and 
female) of this Rock-Wren, which he shot in March of the 
present year on the rocky summit of the Volcano of San 
Miguel at an elevation of about 4000 feet. The bird seems 
to be clearly distinct from the well-known S. obsoletus of the 
Rocky Mountains and the high lands of Mexico and Guate- 
mala, Of the latter we now have a large series, and no 
specimen has the under surface nearly so distinctly spotted 
as the San-Miguel birds. The latter are, however, inter- 
mediate between S. obsoletus and the bird next described, 
showing that on the isolated rocky summits of the voleanoes 
of Salvador and Nicaragua we may look for distinct forms of 
Salpinctes varying in the intensity and size of the spots of 
the under surface, in the length of the bill, and in the general 
tone of the colour of the plumage. 

In our notes on Salpinctes obsoletus in the ‘ Biologia Cen- 
trali-Americana’ (Aves, i. p. 71) we mentioned the fact of 
Salvin having seen examples of a Salpinctes on the summit 
of Conchagua in March 1863. He did not obtain a speci- 
men, and they were supposed to belong to S. obsoletus. This 
point must now be re-examined, as it is more than probable 
that the Conchagua bird differs from S. obsoletus, and will 
prove to belong to S. guttatus or to S. fasciatus, or even to 
possess characters of its own. 


4+ 3. SALPINCTES FASCIATUS. 


Precedenti similis et corpore subtus dense, haud leviter macu- 
latus sicut in S. obsoleto, plumis singulis fascia subapicali 
distincta nigra notatis, basi plumarum quoque nigra; 
rostro longo. Long. d oh . alæ 2 6, caudæ 1’ — rostri 
a rictu l 0, tarsi 0°95. '°7 


Hab. Volean El Viejo, oem (W. B. mama. 

This is again another race of Salpinctes, probably peculiar 
to the rocky summit of the Volcano El Viejo, which lies 
near Chinandega and the Lake of Managua. Mr. Richardson, 
who recently visited this mountain, obtained two specimens 
on 28th April of the present year at an elevation of 6500 
feet. 

The under surface of this form is very densely banded 


Birds from Central America. 611 


with black, and is in strong contrast with the almost spotless 
under surface of S. obsoletus. S. guttatus is somewhat inter- 
mediate, but the three forms can be readily distinguished. 
The southern birds probably have very limited definite local 
habitats. 


+ 4, SPERMOPHILA RICHARDSONI, Sp. n. 

S. minute proxima, sed capite sammo, genis, cervice postica, et 
dorso antico plumbcis, nec brunneis, facile distinguenda. 
Long. tota 3'8, alee 2°0, caudæ 1:5, tarsi 0'6. 

Hab. Tonala in the State of Chiapas, Mexico, and Retal- 
huleu in Guatemala (W. B. Richardson). 

Mr. Richardson a few months ago sent us several males and 
a female of a Spermophila from the frontier States of Mexico 
and Guatemala bordering the Pacific Ocean. The bird is 
very different from any member of the genus hitherto met 
with in that part of Central America, and finds its nearest 
ally in S. minuta, a common species of South America, and 
occurring at Panama. But the slate-coloured plumage of the 
crown, cheeks, and upper back at once distinguishes it from 
S. minuta, and its slate-coloured {not chestnut) cheeks 
separate it from the Brazilian S. hypoxantha, another allied 
bird. The female is hardly to be distinguished from that sex 
of S. minuta; the bill, however, seems to be rather smaller. 

On receiving these birds it at once occurred to us that 
they might belong to the species described by Mr. Lawrence 
from a single female specimen from Tehuantepec as Sper- 
mophila parva, but on sending a pair to Mr. Ridgway for 
comparison with the type, he kindly sent us the following 
note :— 

“Comparing the $ Spermophila with the type of S. parva, 
Lawr., I find them much alike, but yet easily distinguishable, 
S. parva having a decidedly smaller bill, other dimensions 
being equal or greater (the wing being decidedly longer). 
The bill is also of a decidedly different colour, being, in 
S. parva, a pale reddish brown or cinnamon colour, very much 
as in Spizella pusilla. The plumage of the upper parts is 
much alike in the two birds, only deeper in the Tonala 
specimen; but that of the under surface is quite different, 
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being many shades paler in S. parva. I think there can 
be no question as to their specific distinctness.” 


+5, QUISCALUS NICARAGUENSIS, Sp. n. 

` Purpureus æneo micans, fere unicolor, alis minus nitidis, uro- 
pygio purpurascentiore, rostro et pedibus nigris. Long. 
tota 12:0, alee 5'0, caudæ rectr. med. 5'5, rectr. lat. 3'3, 
rostri a rictu l'4, tarsi 1°5. 

?. Supra brunnea, dorso, alis, et cauda saturatioribus et 
purpureo vix tinctis; superciliis obsoletis, quam regio 
parotica vix pallidioribus: subtus sordide albida, pectore 
paulo obscuriore, hypochondriis et tectricibus subcau- 
dalibus brunneis: rostro et pedibus nigris. Long. tota 
9:5, alee 4'1, caudæ rectr. med. 4'0, rectr. lat. 2:5, rostri 
a rictu 1°15, tarsi 1°25. 

Hab. Momotombo, Lake Managua (IV. B. Richardson). 

A very distinct species of Quiscalus, belonging to the same 
section as Q. macrurus, but of much smaller dimensions, the 
male Jess brilliant, and the female of a much paler dirty 
white colour beneath, instead of brown. 

Mr. Richardson sends us several specimens, of both sexes, 
of this bird, all shot in May of the present year at Momo- 
tombo, on the shores of Lake Managua. 


LII.—WNotices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 463.] 


94. Allen on a new Mimocichla. 


[Description of a new Species of Mimocichla, from the Island of Do- 
minica, West Indies, By J. A. Allen. Auk, viii. p. 217.] 


Mr. Allen proposes to separate the Mimocichla of Dominica 
from M. ardesiaca of San Domingo as M. verillorum. He has 
since discovered (cf. Auk, 1891, p. 317) that the same bird 
had previously been named Mimocichla ardesiaca albiventris 
(cf. Sclater, P. Z. S. 1889, p. 326), and accordingly alters the 
name to Mimocichla albiventris. 


